
Public Information Meeting
September 23, 2019
Plainfield Town Office/Opera House

US Route 2 & Main Street 
Plainfield, Vermont

Image Source: Screenshot of “Plainfield Vermont From the Air – Green Mountain Drone” video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq53Y3fbvO0


Project Team

Vermont Agency of Transportation
– Erin Parizo

Stantec
– Greg Goyette

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission
– Dan Currier

Town of Plainfield
– Sasha Thayer, Bram Towbin



Agenda
1. How did we get here?
2. What has been done?
3. Where do we go from 

here?
Image Source: Town of Plainfield, VT website

https://www.plainfieldvt.us/conservation-commission.html


Plainfield House, built in 1830. Former road that served horse and buggies is now US Route 2.
Image provided by Susan Grimaldi, Plainfield Historical Society



Looking towards the Bancroft Inn, built in 1914 after a fire at a time where automobiles are 
beginning to be mass produced. The intersection of Main Street and what is now US Route 2 is 
on left.
Image provided by Susan Grimaldi, Plainfield Historical Society



Martin Building on the left, built in 1919
Image provided by Susan Grimaldi, Plainfield Historical Society



Plainfield Inn (formerly Plainfield House and Bancroft Inn) on the right. US Route 2 is paved and 
serves automobiles. Main Street located to the left and just off the picture.
Image provided by Susan Grimaldi, Plainfield Historical Society



Need for Improvements

Image Sources: (L) News clipping from “Daily” Times Argus, October 20, 1969 
provided by Bram Towbin; (R) Photo taken by Bram Towbin whilst trying to pull out into 
Route 2 from Main Street



Who does this intersection serve?

US Route 2 US Route 2

M
ain Street

To St. Johnsbury/I-91To Montpelier/I-89

Plainfield Village

Commuters
Pedestrians
Customers
Employers
Residents 

Visitors



US Route 2 US Route 2

M
ain Street

To St. Johnsbury/I-91To Montpelier/I-89

Plainfield Village

Awkward Geometry
Steep Grade

Poor Sight Distance
Traffic Volumes

Regional Corridor
Historic District

Not a Lot of Room!

What are the challenges?



Evaluating Alternatives

Safety

Alternative Transportation

Constructability
Traffic Operations

Property Impacts

Cost

Construction
Traffic Management



What has been done?

• Selection of Preferred Improvements
• VTrans, Town, Regional Planning Commission

• Development of 30% Design Plans

• Stakeholder Meetings
• Property Owners, Fire Chief, Town Staff



Project Improvements



Project Improvements



Project Improvements



Additional Design Considerations

• Constructability?
• Traffic Management?
• Emergency Access?
• Mitigating Property Impacts (historic and otherwise)
• Utility Relocations – Aerial/Underground/Municipal
• Ledge? 
• Concurrent Construction?
• Temporary and Permanent Easements



Where do we go from here?

Public 
Informational 

Meeting
Tonight

30% Plans 
Update

Fall 2019

60% Plans
2020



Where do we go from here?

Right-of-Way
2021 - TBD

100% Plans/Bid 
Advertisement

TBD

Construction
2023(?)
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