Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday December 2" 2024

Present: Will Colgan, Jesse Cooper, Karen Storey. Arion Thiboumery, Sandra Vitzthum, Greorge Springston,
Alice Sky, Genese Grill, Anne Van Couvering, Alicia Weiss, Paula Emery, Kayle Hope and others listed on
Zoom as Laura and Jeanette who did not speak.

Approval of Minutes: Jesse made the motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting and Karen seconded the
motion. The motion was approved.

Will gave an update on the interim zoning after learning that any Neighborhood Development Area application
needs to be done under permanent not interim zoning. This means that the Planning Commission should move
forward with the hearing on the full draft zoning with the goal of a vote on Town Meeting day. He gave a review
of some of the recent changes to the draft zoning having to do with some technical corrections and adding a
provision for legal agreements for shared driveways.

He then asked for some opinions from those attending. Some of the comments include George saying he had
come around to the view of the higher density. Genese was concerned about changing the zoning quickly to
accommodate to Village Expansion project and was glad to hear the new process would allow more time now.
She said she has received a lot of negative comments about the smaller lot size. Alice said she was on a smaller
than a 1/10th acre and was happy with it and that size could promote more housing options. Alicia also had
concern about the quickly proposed smaller lot adoption. Anne suggested apartment buildings would be a better
housing option than many small lots. She also mentioned the capacity of the wastewater system. This led to a
longer discussion of the capacity and permitting of the wastewater system in town. This discussion concluded
with the explanation that the current system has the capacity needed for Goddard and current proposals.

There were discussions about appropriate set backs and the possibility of a maximum building size compared to
the lot size to prevent erosion from heavy rains. Another concern was unintended consequences of having the
lower lot size.

Jesse said the Town Plan was important to refer to and can provide guidance on how the town can move forward.
He recommended everyone take some time to look at it. Genese said she has read the Town Plan and mentions it
also talks about protecting rural land and how a balance is important.

Will said the next step would be to approve language that the Planning Commission can take to a public hearing
for more comment.

Jesse said he would move to approve the current language including the small lot size for public comment into
the full draft and start the hearing process. The full draft would include the most recent changes to the zoning
and subdivision regulations. Karen seconded the motion.

The vote was all in favor to accept the current language and move the full draft forward to the hearing stage.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20



