Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday December 16™ 2024

Present: Will Colgan, Jesse Cooper, Karen Storey. Arion Thiboumery, Sandra Vitzthum, and Anne Van
Couvering,

Approval of Minutes: Jesse made the motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting and Karen seconded the
motion. The motion was approved.

Will said that the Select Board will be deciding at their meeting tonight, which is at the same time as this
meeting, how many members should be on the Planning Commission. One choice is the make it 5 with a quorum
of three or leave the number determined by the acting members appointed by the Select Board at any one time
ranging from the legal limits which are minimum of 3 and a maximum of 9.

The other item for the meeting was to discuss options for lot sizes in the Village District for the proposed zoning.
Sandy shared some photos of houses in Montpelier and Barre on existing small lots. These are older houses that
fit into the neighborhoods without the lot feeling excessively small. She also had some drawings of various lot
size options at 1/10th, 1/8th, and 1/5th. This was to show how buildings related to lot size. She also had
examples of very small lots but had space between them.

Will showed a copy of the proposed Flood Hazard Overlay District on the proposed zoning map and how the
new river corridor, special flood hazard area and landslide area will impact future housing options in the village.
He said these areas were determined by the latest state and federal data and that towns that have these overlay
districts in their zoning are eligible for the highest state reimbursements for flooding events. Without them the
reimbursements amount are lower.

Anne described how in many places the small houses are torn down and large, lot filling houses are built.

Will proposed an idea where the 1/10th acre lot is allowed in the village For subdivisions there could be a limit
of say 1/3rd of the lots could be 1/0th and rest meet the state standard of 1/5th. There was was much discussion
of how this would work with minor (3 or less ) and major subdivisions with go through DRB review.

We then discussed the concept of lot coverage that could address the issue of full lot development. After viewing
some examples and checking Montpelier’s zoning the consensus was a 30% lot coverage limit made sense.
Jesse spoke in favor of having some kind of lot coverage proposal.

Anne asked about historical buildings and if Plainfield has an historic district. Karen described the district and
how renovations and building replacement works.

Will suggested that the Planning Commission have one more meeting ahead of the January 6™ hearing.
The date for the meeting was decided on was Thursday January 2nd at 7 PM by Zoom. Will said he would send
the information out to a large group to get more public input ahead of the hearing.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25



