Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday February 3™ 2025

Present: Will Colgan, Jesse Cooper, Alana Norway, Alicia Weiss, Jon Hosford, and Paula Emery,

Approval of Minutes: Jesse made the motion to approve the minutes of the Jan 6™ hearing and Will seconded the
motion. The motion was approved.

Approval of Minutes: Will made the motion to approve the minutes of the Jan 20" meeting and Jesse seconded
the motion. The motion was approved.

Will said the Select Board approved the draft zoning to be a ballot item for Town Meeting. They didn’t pass a
resolution about adopting the amendments quickly after the ballot but Will said he would ask Karl about
bringing that up another meeting. The Select Board had a full agenda for their meeting.

Will had a few more items that could become amendments. The first was changing the properties on the
Recreation Field Road past the wastewater treatment plant not be in the Village District due to the vulnerability
of the road to river flooding. Having dense housing there didn’t make sense. That change was approved and Will
can contact the Brian Hughes at the CVRPC to make that change. A new map doesn’t need to be produced until
after the ballot when amendments can be considered.

The next item is that the draft has the minimum lot size as 1/10th acre but the minimum front and side
dimensions are listed as 50 x 100. He suggested listing the dimensions as something that equals or is less than
1/10th acre such as 45 width and 90 length. Will said he would work with the CVRPC to see what would be the
best numbers to work with.

Will then suggested adding an exemption to the 15% slope restriction in the subdivision that said a building
could be sited on that slope with a licensed engineering design. Paula Emery thought this would allow buildings
being built on higher hillsides and possible wildlife corridors. It could lead to more sprawl. She thought it made
more sense in the village. There was enough discussion and uncertainty of how to proceed that the issue was
tabled for this meeting and can be taken up at the next meeting.

Will then asked about how to get public interest and support for the ballot zoning vote.

The suggestions were to have a Q&A session at the next meeting (the 17" of Jan) and take the Planning
Commission Report on the revision that is on the website and add some more information to it. It can then be
posted on the website main page and around town and on Front Porch Forum. Alicia Weiss said both those and a
set of simple bullet points would be helpful for the Q&A session. Those suggestions all seemed to be a good
plan of action.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45



