Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday March 3" 2025

Present: Will Colgan, Karen Storey, Jesse Cooper, Alicia Weiss, and Charlie Cogpbill

Approval of Minutes: Karen made the motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting and Jesse seconded the
motion. The motion was approved.

Will said that assuming the zoning revision passes the vote on Town Meeting day then the Planning Commission
will schedule a hearing for March 24™ to take public input on the amendments that were discussed and presented
to the Select Board at their hearing on the zoning but couldn’t be added at that time. They are listed on the town
website’s Planning Commission page.

Karen recommended as an additional amendment to remove the paragraph in Section 8.3 Enforcement that
describes recreational vehicle violation enforcement. She said a recent court case using this section did not
succeed in any enforcement and the town’s lawyer recommended removing it. Will asked if this should go into
the first round of amendments or a later set. She said it would be fine to have it in the later amendments.

Will then listed the current “2nd” round of amendments that will follow the ones listed for the March 24"
hearing.

In the subdivision regulations add 300 feet of frontage and “reasonable access”
Add to slope restriction: “for slopes above 15% and below XX% (suggest 25)
a licensed engineering plan is required.”
Add map to last page of document.
Change map to have south side of Recreation Road be Rural Residential
Add page numbers and uniform formatting.
Violation Section 8.3 delete violations involving recreational vehicles. Did not work out in court and the
town’s lawyer said it should be removed. Change next paragraph to start For all violations striking other.
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Will said in addition to the first set of amendments there should be formatting and page numbers added along
with the map at the end of the document. Another future change would be to change the property on the south
side of Recreation Road back to Rural Residential due to the future flood risk. This would be a change the
CVRPC would have to make to the map. Jesse asked about the timeline for the amendments and Will described
the series of hearings that would be needed. Alicia said there wasn’t a clear way for voters to see what is in the
first set of additional amendments ahead of the town meeting day vote. Those amendments addressed some of
the concerns around small lots that could cause enough concern to have people vote against the entire zoning
proposal. Will said they were on the town website but that it would have been a good idea to get the word out
better. He said maybe having fliers at town meeting could help. Charlie pointed out that doing that on a ballot
item could run afoul of the laws on Australian ballot voting. He then asked about public input in the amendment
process without a town wide vote. Will said the multiple hearings allow for public comment and that most
zoning in the state is approved by the legislative body and not municipal votes.
Charlie then asked when the regulations would take effect after approval. Will said once the Select Board warns
their public hearing the Zoning Administrator reviews any permit under the new regulations. After approval the
regulations take effect with a 30 day period for rescinding the action with a petition and vote. If the regulations
failed to be adopted then the permit review would have to revert back to the original regulations.
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Will said that was all for the agenda and if there were not other business or questions then a motion to adjourn
would be appropriate.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40



