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Statement of Purpose: 

 The proposed amendments to the Plainfield Zoning Regulations will make the following changes: 

   Remove 40 foot minimum width requirement in Village District 

 Dwelling- Multi Family up to 4 units is permitted use. More that 4 is conditional use 

 Permitted lot size is 1/5th acre. Less than 1/5th to 1/10th is a conditional use. 

 Add as Conditional use in the Village District: Adaptive Reuse: the development of a suitable 

new use(s) for a building (existing at adoption March 2025) or for a building originally 

designed for a special or specific purpose. By the nature of its size, type, construction method, 

or original purpose, the building does not readily adapt to the requirements of the zoning district 

in which it is located. The conditional and permitted uses must conform to the district. (This is 

from the Poultney zoning which addresses the private sale of the Green Mountain College. It 

should allow Goddard to proceed with development of that campus and still be in compliance) 

 Add Forest Products Processing to Rural Residential as a conditional use 

  Limit lots smaller than 1/5th acre in a major subdivision to 30% of the lots in that subdivision 

in the Village District. 

 Add a definition of Conditional Use: A use designated as a conditional use in any district shall 

only be established, enlarged or intensified after Conditional Use approval by the Development 

Review Board (DRB) following public notice and hearing to determine whether the proposal 

meets specified criteria and satisfies certain conditions (see section 8.6.1) 

 Add Goddard College Campus and Spruce Mountain Inn to description of Village District 

 Revised language for Residential Care Home with 1,000 foot exception deleted. New definition: 

Residential Care Home – A group home operated under state licensing or registration serving not 

more than eight persons who have a handicap or disability as defined in 9 VSA § 4501. Such home 

shall be considered by right to constitute a permitted single-family residential use of property. 

 

The proposed amendments will be compatible with and promote the goals of the Plainfield Town 

Plan. They will promote affordable housing and allow the Goddard College Campus, now in 

private hands, to use their facilities for community uses. 

 

Geographic Area Affected: 
 The Bylaw changes shall apply to all areas in the Town of Plainfield, Vermont. 
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Location Where Full Text May Be Examined: 

 The full context of the proposed changes can be viewed at the Plainfield Town Offices or on the Town 

of Plainfield  website – www.plainfieldvt.gov. The meeting is open to the public.  Interested persons 

may attend the meeting in-person or on Zoom or send a letter to the Plainfield Planning Commission 

Box 149 Main St PO Box 217 Plainfield VT 05667 or email the chair of the Planning Commission 

Will.colgan111@gmail.com 
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