Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday April 7th 2025

Present: Will Colgan, Karen Storey, Jesse Cooper, Alana Norway, and Arion Thiboumery

Will opened the meeting saying the approval of the minutes would be put off until Karen was able to attend. She
is currently at the Select Board meeting.

The purpose of tonight’s Planning Commission meetng is to find a strategy to manage the upcoming re-vote on
the recently approved zoning revision. Arion said the wording on the ballot item needs to be exactly as it was on
the original ballot item and the document has to be unchanged. It will be at the Town Clerks Office and absentee
ballots will be mailed out to those who got them mailed before. It should be the only item on the ballot. The date
is set for May 20"

Alana said she would like to see some kind of mailing or other outreach because she received a lot of comments
from people signing the petition that there wasn’t enough information about the zoning ahead of the Town
Meeting vote. She said the location of the ballot item caused some confusion and resulted in many non-votes.
She said many people couldn’t find information on the town website ahead of the vote. There are also a lot of
people who don’t go onto the website. Will said that was true and welcomed Alana’s help in getting information
out to the public by other means.

There was some discussion on how the website is not easy to use and Bram will be sure to have the documents
on the front page of the website.

Will described how the process to adopt changes to zoning are complicated and time consuming. There are
amendments to the zoning that did not make it into the document at the time of the vote. Those amendments
came out of the well attended Planning Commission hearings. It needs to be communicated that those
amendments, which deal with the small lot size, are in the process of being adopted and play an important role in
the full document. This makes the communication outreach more difficult as it just adds a layer of complexity.
There was discussion of the flood hazard overlay zone and how adopting it would allow the town to receive a
higher level of state reimbursements for flooding events. The flood hazard overlay in the zoning is the current
state approved language and has the most accurate GIS data layers.

There was discussion on how including the Goddard campus property into the Village District will allow the new
owners to have greater flexibility in how the property can be developed.

Will said some more posts on Front Porch Forum and Facebook will be helpful ahead of the vote and some kind
of public forum or informational meeting should happen before the vote.

Karen made the motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting and Jesse seconded it.

The motion was approved.

The meeting adjourned 7:35



