Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday May 19th 2025

Present: Will Colgan, Karen Storey, Jesse Cooper, Alicia Weiss, and David Scheckman

Will called the meeting to order and said he had posted the minutes from the last meeting to the town webpage
but hadn’t sent them to the other Planning Commission members so those minutes can be approved at the next
meeting.

Jesse gave a summary of a Flood Resiliency Workshop he attended. He said the take away was that detailed
flood maps have been produced but not adopted statewide. That is planned for a few years from now. The
recommendation is for towns to adopt the maps, which are in the Town Meeting approved amendments, to insure
that relief funding will continue at the higher level. There are more complex regulations available for larger
towns but they need much more administrative costs and are not recommended for smaller towns.

The current sidewalk policy now has a contingency funding element that was recommended by Select Board
member Frances Rose Subbiondo. There is a sidewalk funding grant that has become available and Will sent that
to Karen Hatcher of the Grants Committee who said they would work on the application. Alicia said she and the
Accessibility Committee would advise on the ADA compliance. The first priority would be to upgrade the
existing sidewalks to ADA standards and add more sidewalks as the funding allows.

The next item on the agenda was a discussion of tiny homes which are generally considered to be 400 square feet
or less. Jesse said he was at the last DRB meeting where a project for tiny homes was discussed. Jesse said that
in previous PC discussions on tiny home the major distinction was if the home was secured to a permanent
foundation or on wheels. How mobile the structure is will determine how it fits within the zoning bylaws. Jesse
said he couldn’t find specifics on mobile homes in the zoning. Will said there are state requirements not to
discriminate against mobile or manufactured homes. David said there are state standards regarding maobile
homes and mobile home parks that he will send to the other members. Jesse said the project described at the
DRB meeting involved renting the slabs and utilities to the tiny home owners. Will said that was essentially a
mobile home park model of ownership so more research would need to be done and given to the DRB for their
decision making process.

There was a discussion around road frontage requirements and their use on rights of way. There are
developments in town where the lots were created with frontage on a deeded right of way. How RVs and how
long they can stay on a property was also discussed.

A brief review of the public outreach ahead of the vote to rescind the Town Meeting amendments was discussed
and everyone agreed that it would be difficult to move forward with the current projects and permits in the town
if the amendments are repealed.

The meeting adjourned 8:10



