Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday June 2nd 2025

Present: Will Colgan, Jesse Cooper, and David Scheckman

Will called the meeting to order and asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the last two meetings.

Jesse made the motion and David seconded it. The motion was approved.

The first item on the agenda was a discussion of the Neighborhood Development Area (NDA) application that
was submitted on Monday and will be up for approval later in the month. Will had sent the PC members the full
applications which was completed with a grant for working with the Central Vermont Regional Planning
Commission (CVRPC). Will showed how the NDA area had to follow the 200 foot area around the town sewer
service lines to create the housing density required for the NDA. One issue with the application was the Village
District has two densities, one with sewer service and one without. In the future it might make sense to define the
Village District as that area in town with the possibility of sewer service and the rest of the Village District be
Rural Residential.

Will described how having a Village Center Designation and a Neighborhood Development Area will help the
town have greater planning options when the statewide Future Land Use Plans take effect. Will described some
of the changes to land use planning and zoning that could be taking effect once the legislative session ends.

One of the items that Plainfield will need to research will be the concept of tiny homes and regulations
surrounding mobile home parks.

David said it would be good to define the different types of tiny homes; those with a foundation, those on a
trailer, tiny homes hooked up the sewer, those not hooked up. If a tiny home is on a trailer it would be considered
to be a mobile home so that should be defined in the zoning. David said he found a town that limited the size of
any home to 650 square feet. But he did not find a lot of information elsewhere. CVVPRC should have more
details on what other towns are dong.

Charles, who is a Goddard graduate and has received many questions from other graduates, asked about when
the new permitted uses for Goddard that are in the new zoning will take effect? Will said those were included in
the zoning which passed the town meeting vote and are now in effect now. The vote to rescind the zoning did not
pass so there was no change from the town meeting vote. Will said there was some question about how to treat
each individual use on the single property but that the Zoning Administrator was working on ways to do that.
There are a few amendments pending Select Board approval which should help with Residential Homes on the
campus. Will said he would contact the Select Board and be sure that process is moving along. Once they warn
their hearing the Zoning Administrator can process permits under the new amendments.

The meeting adjourned 7:45



