Plainfield Planning Commission Minutes

Monday July 7t" 2025
Present: Will Colgan, Jesse Cooper, David Scheckman, Karen Storey and Charles as a Goddard alumi

Will called the meeting to order and asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting.

David made the motion and Jesse seconded it. The motion was approved.

Will asked if everyone got a chance to read the edited version of the subdivision regulations that Sandy Vitzhum
sent out with a better definition for applicant and a shorter hearing schedule for the Development Review Board
(DRB) to approve a subdivision. It also defined plan and plat.

David had a concern about having only one warned hearing. He agreed that the longer time frame could be
shorter but not having the neighbors getting a mailed warned later on in the process was an issue. He
recommended doing the notification and warning at the beginning of the sketch plan review. This would
streamline the process but also provide adequate public notification. Jesse said he sees the sketch plan review as
giving the applicant the chance to have an open conversation with the DRB to see what would work and what
would not. Will suggested that getting concerned neighbors involved early in the process would be better than
later.

David and Jesse both said that the draft version was hard to read so Will said he would send out a clean copy that
would not have all the strikeouts. He asked if everyone felt comfortable moving ahead with the shorter timeline.
It was agreed that idea should move forward.

Will brought up the change for the limit to build on a steep slope. David had suggested using Marshfield’s
language which permits to 15% but has a licensed engineering plan requirement for between 15 and 25%. Jesse
asked if only a portion of the building was on the steeper slope would it trigger the requirement. Will said he
thought it would as the concern is long term stability. Karen suggested having this be approved by the Zoning
Administrator rather than a conditional use review by the DRB.

This will go into the new draft for further review.

Will said the next agenda item was going to a zero building side setback instead of the current five foot
minimum to allow for individually owned townhouses that were not a condominium form of ownership. This
would allow for commercial financing options. David said he didn’t think that was the case as he lives in a PUD
with a townhouse that was able to be sold with commercial financing. He also mentioned that having a HOA
agreement for co-owned or shared building envelopes is important for resolving conflicts that will come up.

His HOA is very simple and he says it has worked well over time. It was decided to get some more research on
financing options.

Karen said the need to do historic site reviews when any building designated as historic applies for a permit. This
is another time the zoning administrator could do the review instead of the DRB if no significant changes were
made to the exterior of the building. There are standards that could be applied so the administrative review is
sufficient. She mentioned the recent sale of the former Co-op building as one where it’s a change of use but no
change to the building.

Charles asked about what the permit situation is for the various uses that are planned on the Goddard Campus.
There are events and reunions planned in August and he was concerned they wouldn’t be able to take place if the
permits weren’t in place. Karen said she is working on permits for all the buildings and is waiting for more
information. Will said there wasn’t a movement to shut down any events since the Creative Campus and the
town are both working to resolve the permitting process and are both working in good faith.

The next meeting will be on July 21 our regular meeting date and time.

The meeting adjourned 7:56



