
PLAINFIELD ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

SPECIAL MEETING DRAFT MINUTES 

DECEMBER 23, 2025 

 

Present: Alicia Weiss, Dawn Fancher, Mitch Pauley, Mary Lane 

 

Meeting called to order: 11:05 AM 

 

 Review, propose changes, adopt agenda: No changes made to agenda. 

 

Discuss and make a decision regarding signing onto the Vermont Center for 

Independent Living’s dissenting opinion statement to the Act 133 

Working Group report to the legislature regarding voting access at 

Town Meetings: 

 

Discussion based around a request from Vermont Human Rights Commission, Disability 

Rights Vermont, and ACLU of Vermont for support of an addendum to the Act 133 

workgroups report. We reviewed the report, which addressed accessibility of Vermont 

town meetings for people with disabilities, noting concerns about the limited 

representation of technical experts in the working group. Alicia wondered why technical 

challenges and voting options were not more thoroughly discussed, given the progress 

made in online voting platforms and hybrid meetings during COVID. 

 

We discussed voting methods, particularly focusing on Australian ballot versus hybrid 

meetings. Alicia shared that Vermont ranks nearly last nationally in voting accessibility 

and suggested investigating different methods of hybrid attendance. Dawn noted that 

hybrid meetings may not fully address accessibility challenges. 

 

Privacy laws related to disability information were discussed and Alicia explained that 

discussing a person's disability status could violate HIPAA regulations. We discussed 

the challenges of hybrid voting formats as a reasonable accommodation, although it 

wasn't a universal solution and didn't address the needs of caregivers or those with 

childcare responsibilities. We decided using Australian ballot as a means to ensure 

inclusion would be the best approach. 

 



Following the above mentioned discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to 

support the addendum to the Act133 Workgroup report that supports the Australian 

ballot system over hybrid voting.  Dawn agreed to contact Kate about the 

recommendation. We discussed how to properly identify our Committee, to avoid any 

confusion about whether we were speaking on behalf of the town, or the Committee. 

We decided to sign as the Plainfield Accessibility Advisory Committee.  

 

We confirmed that Marie from Jericho would be attending our next meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 12:05 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Lane 

 

   


