8.16. Community Survey Results

The Town of Plainfield conducted a public survey to gather input on three key areas: (1) emergency preparedness,
(2) mitigation actions and strategies, and (3) the perceived probability and impacts of potential natural hazards.
The survey was available both online and as a hard-copy for six-weeks between September and October 2025. A
total of 43 responses were received; however, some respondents only partially completed the survey, so not all
questions reflect 43 answers. The survey questions and corresponding public input are presented below.

Page 1: Emergency Management-Related Questions

1) How would you rate the current level of preparedness for potential hazards in our community?
29 responses

8(27/6%
6 (20.7%) (2% 6 (20.7%)

3 (10.3%)

2 1(34%) 1(34%) 1(34%) 1(3.4%) 1(3.4%) 1(3.4%)

2) How long have you lived in or owned a business or property in Plainfield?
29 responses

@ Less than a year
@ One to Five years
@ More than Five years
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3) Have you or your property been directly impacted by a natural disaster?
29 responses

@ VYes
® No

4) Is your home or business property located in a FEMA designated floodplain?
29 responses

@ VYes
® No
@ Idon't know

5) If yes to question 4, do you have insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)?
24 responses

@ VYes
® No

@ Not relevant, home or business is
outside of the floodplain
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6). In your opinion, which of the following are most important to protect against potential future
severe weather impacts in Plainfield? Please check up to 3 boxes.

29 responses

24 (82.8%)
26 (89.7%)

Loss of life or injury
Damage or loss of roads, bridg...

Protection of vulnerable popula... 14 (48.3%)

4 (13.8%)
4 (13.8%)
2 (6.9%)

Business closure or loss
Damage to schools or other pu...
Damage or loss of agricultural...

Protection against dam breaches 8 (27.6%)

Damage to environmental reso...

Damage or loss of cultural/hist... 1(3.4%)

Protection of wildlife 1 (3.4%)

7) In this context, hazard mitigation is a sustained measure that reduces or eliminates long-term risk
to people and property from the effects of natural hazards (defined as severe weather events). What
types of hazard mitigation measures would you like to see the community prioritize?

e Flood protection, which is underway.

e Flood resilience, expand flood plain, warning system to alert residents

e Modifications (dam removals, bank statbiliztions) to the Winooski and Great Brook

e Floods

e Flooding, fires, widespread electrical outages

e Updating high traffic intersection to rt 2

e Flood Response and Municipal Planning

e We need to work on reducing our exposure to river flooding and river erosion hazards, on the Winooski as well
as along Great Brook and the tributaries.

e floods; severe weather, both cold and heat related; wildfires

e Main bridge reinforcement/replacement so people can access Village from north or south

e Although I did not choose "Damage or loss of cultural/historic properties" above as one of the top three
priorities, | do strongly feel that more attention needs to be directed in that area. In general, well-publicized
town education and broadly distributed emergency resource guides are important for our town.

e Traffic safety

e Plans to maintain physical connectivity, like roads, and communications in the event of road and bridge
washouts. | want us to build back more resilience but as part of that | want us to plan for even better placed
roads and more adequate bridges could wash out as well. We also need to plan for heat and drought. We
relay on too few cell towers as well.

e Address the Batchelder Dam issue - either repair or removal.
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Moving roadways away from waterways during upcoming rebuilding projects.

flood prevention, wildfire prevention, drought prevention

Raising awareness around risks, and connected potential personal responsibilities. Also help develop
systems of collective care - (i.e. who needs what specific support or care in the the event of a disaster).
Highlighting areas of higher risk/higher leverage interventions, such as Batchelder dam removal, both for
downstream effects and also dropping the river level in its absence, lowering the floodplain. Advocacy of/for
municipal policies that are climate resilient. Emergency preparedness guides (i.e. in case of a wildfire, you
might consider the following action steps, in your own personal planning) .

maintain existing wetlands and open land directly above the village, and ensure stormwater management is
prioritized in any potential developments

Preventing deaths and injuries

Relocation of portions of the Brook Road up and out of the gorge.

Damage from Flooding

Flood mitigation, erosion prevention

Berms, better infrastructure, river breach banks, restoring floodplains

Measures that reduce the risk of flooding again, using the newest ideas of how to reduce this risk, ie, flood
plains, not dredging the river, not building bridges which require "straightening" the river.

Getting things (e.g. buildings, roads)out of the floodplain.

Build more floodplains, explicitly acknowledge the cost of logging, and Increase the cost of heavy-load

permits.

8) Anything else you would like to provide for consideration and incorporation into the Plainfield
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan?
Making sure the emergency shelters are funded.

Damage to residential properties

Broad Extended power outages

Remove Winooski dam

#6 seems to be missing “damage to housing” which is my #2 concern after loss of life and before damage to
infrastructure

A comprehensive plan for developing the anticipated new green spaces the town will have as a result of the buyout
programs.

Moving the EMD to a paid staff position from a volunteer one.

coordination with the resilience hub (emerging from Plainfield Forward), safely getting rid of dams

More collaboration with adjacent towns, probably experiencing the same disasters.

encouraging dense developments in water source protection areas is a bad idea for Plainfield's future

Are there enough volunteers and who will guide after Michael? Succession planning.

Second egress in and out of the village to US 2.

Consideration of how to help evacuate people with disabilities when needed.

Greater conversation about much of the Plainfeild Lower Village being the "river corridor" of either the Great Brook

or the Winooski River. Long term, that could be very problemtic.
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Page 2: Hazard Probability and Potential Impact Questions

capacities of healthy soil and diverse/deep root systems.

1) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Water-Caused Erosion on a scale of 1-4

20

15

10

1 Em2 W3

* Water-Caused
Erosion PROBABILITY

. 4

Impact-Infrastructure

Impact-Life

Impact-Economic

Impact-Environmental

2) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Inundation Flooding on a scale of 1-4

20

N Em2 w3

* Inundation Flooding
PROBABILITY

Il 4

Impact-Infrastructure

Impact-Life

Impact-Economic

Impact-Environmental

We should support canalized agriculture, promote food from perennial systems, and educate on water-absorbing
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3) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Landslides on a scale of 1-4

15 M1 El2 03 4

10
5
0
» Landslide Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY

4) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Cloudbursts & Hail on a scale of 1-4

20
1T Em: 3 Bl
15
10
5
0
» Cloudburst & Hail Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY
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5) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Wind on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 N3 s
20

» Wind PROBABILITY Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental

6) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Ice on a scale of 1-4

N1 EN2 W3 .4
20

15

10

* lce PROBABILITY Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
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7) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Snow on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 N3 s
20

+ Snow PROBABILITY Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental

8) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Electric Blackouts on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 W3 s

20
10
0
» Electric Blackout Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY
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9) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Extreme Heat on a scale of 1-4

20 mm1T EE2 N3 B¢

15
10
5
0
» Extreme Heat Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY

10) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Extreme Cold on a scale of 1-4

1 EE2 N3

15
10
5
0
» Extreme Cold Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY
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11) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Drought on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 03 .4

15
10
5
0
» Drought Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY

12) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Wildfires on a scale of 1-4

20
1T Em: 3 Bl
15
10
5
0
» Wildfire Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY
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13) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Wildfire Smoke on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 N3 s

20
10
0
» Wildfire Smoke Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY

14) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Earthquakes on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 N3 .4

20
10
0
» Earthquake Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY
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15) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Invasive Species on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 N3 s

20
15
10
5
0
* Invasive Species Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY

16) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Infectious Disease Outbreak on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 03 Ems

20

10

+ Infectious Disease Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
Outbreak
PROBABILITY
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17) Rate the Probability and Potential Impact of Solar Storm (CME) on a scale of 1-4

BN Em2 N3 s

20
10
0
» Solar Storm (CME) Impact-Infrastructure Impact-Life Impact-Economic Impact-Environmental
PROBABILITY
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