PLAINFIELD ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES
August 19, 2026

Present: Alicia Weiss, Chair; Mary Lane;, Andy Robinson, Select
Board(SB) Liaison; Jaime Hammack; Absent: Dawn Fancher; Allison
Joyall.

Call meeting to order: called to order at 5:34pm.
Review, propose changes, adopt agenda: no changes, agenda approved

Review/edit/approve minutes of, draft minutes of August 5: Alicia reports she did not get a
chance to review the minutes, as she just returned from being out of the country. She will
review and email the committee if she has any edits. Minutes will be approved at the next
meeting on Septembern2.

Public Comment: none
Disability Events/Updates:

~Amanda Janoo wins Democratic Gubernatorial Primary: Mary will continue reaching out to
her contact who worked on Janoo’s campaign, to continue her conversation with Nadine about
Janoo’s stance on accessibility, with emphasis on voting and Town Meeting. Alicia mentioned
that RevUpVT is currently working on a candidate survey and will likely hold candidate forums.

~Walk Audit Review Meeting: Alicia participated on the walk around Plainfield, and reported
that the National Park Service (NPS) team will be sharing a draft of the walk audit report and a
few recommendations and ideas for the next steps for discussion. The Committee is invited to
attend the virtual meeting on Aug 31, at 12:30pm, where the recommendations will be
discussed.

~Alicia shared that the U.S. Access Board Webinar on Accessible Parking will be held on
Sept. 3 and will share the link.

~Secretary of State’s office shared a video overview of “VT’s Accessible Voting system”
misleadingly framed as the work of the SOS ‘s “Voting Accessibility Task Force: The group
discussed voting accessibility options, including absentee ballots, curbside voting, and
the OmniVote system. Alicia explained that while these accommodations exist, they
require specific requests and may have limitations, such as the need for a printer. Jaime



confirmed they haven't received many accommodation requests and noted that the
OmniVote device is available but rarely used.

Additional parking space at Mill Street: rational, logistics, communication to Select
Board: Alicia discussed a request for an additional accessible parking space at the mill parking
lot, noting that the current space may be too narrow and lacks an access aisle due to the
installed EV charger. The group agreed to support a recommendation for an additional
accessible space, with Alicia offering to measure the current space and provide dimensions.

Peter Youngbear shared information about a planned Vermont state paving proposal on US-2
through the village in 2029, which may include completing a sidewalk from the bridge to the
parking lot and then a crosswalk directly to the Town Hall Opera House Major intersection work
is paused pending contractor identification by VTrans and the proposed project is significantly
downsized from what the Town has requested. Peter suggested sidewalk improvements might
be incorporated into the planned project. The group discussed safety concerns at the
intersection, particularly for visually impaired and mobility-impaired individuals who face
challenges with the current crosswalks, stairs, and steep slopes. It is not clear that integration of
sidewalk improvement would ameliorate accessibility barriers. It was agreed that before
advancing suggestions regarding the VTrans project, recommendations of the National Park
Service Walk Audit should be reviewed, as well as that organization’s potential to advance
implementation.

Title Il Training: The group discussed scheduling the mandatory training session for town staff
and officials, with a proposed date of Wednesday, September 23rd in either the late afternoon
or evening. Jamie agreed to check with office staff about their availability.

Review survey status. View Google form Jaime created, and hard copy from Alicia.
Finalize distribution and collection dates. The team reviewed a virtual form for a Town
Meeting survey and discussed incorporating inline definitions for key terms. They agreed that
embedding definitions directly in the questions was the best approach rather than placing them
at the beginning or end. The group decided to set a deadline for survey responses on
September 28th to allow time for distribution at Old Home Day on September 12th. Alicia
agreed to incorporate the inline definitions while Jaime would review the wording consistency in
the questions and articles. They will review the survey at their next meeting on September 2nd.

Other business: none

Announce next meeting: Wednesday September 2, 2026
Adjourn meeting: 6:43pm

Respectfully submitted:

Mary Lane, 8/23/2026



