
 

Greetings, Vermont Municipalities, 

 The Vermont Wetlands Program is trying out a new outreach approach for Town 
Clerks, Zoning Administrators, and other municipal staff: an email just for you! 
Municipal officials provide an added service to the public by directing people to 
connect with our program. We want the public to check for wetlands before they buy 
or build to protect them from potential costly project delays. 

  

Wetlands Program Content for Municipal Websites 

  

We recommend copying and pasting the text below directly onto your municipal 
website’s appropriate page. If space is limited, we recommend you include the first 
two paragraphs and the link to our Check for Wetlands Before You Buy or Build 
Website. 

 

https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFbRZ5emb8AIfWAeCpIrReEre1DvIUZGtzgRTYHd9-ooMCFRy3j8vne_62k2Wn_HmMTX0rnrE2R-fS4TSHOPFeE5eR07GXIe2g7KKlNaJFLaPqUal7jaULAuXA5pt1Bq52WcTswTHUnjHiSTq0jFKqZg==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFbRZ5emb8AIfWAeCpIrReEre1DvIUZGtzgRTYHd9-ooMCFRy3j8vne_62k2Wn_HmMTX0rnrE2R-fS4TSHOPFeE5eR07GXIe2g7KKlNaJFLaPqUal7jaULAuXA5pt1Bq52WcTswTHUnjHiSTq0jFKqZg==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==


Understanding Vermont Wetlands 

Wetlands are where land and water meet. They are commonly called marshes, 
swamps, and bogs. Class II wetlands and their 50-foot buffer zones are regulated in 
Vermont because of the functions they provide, like flood water storage, water quality 
protection, and wildlife habitat. The location of wetlands is hard to identify because 
their hydrology and vegetation can change throughout the seasons. While the State 
has been working to update the Vermont Significant Wetlands Inventory (VSWI), 
many protected wetlands remain unmapped. 

  

Activity in a state-protected wetland or its associated 50-foot buffer zone is 
prohibited unless the activity is considered exempt, is an allowed use under the 
Vermont Wetland Rules, or is authorized by a wetland permit. However, not all 
projects can receive a state wetland permit. Before you start planning, check for 
wetlands on or near a property.  

  

Step 1: Identify if there is a wetland on your property 

Visit the Check for Wetlands Before You Buy or Build Website for a comprehensive 
overview of how landowners and land buyers can check for wetlands. 

• Use the Wetland Screening Tool to see if a property has wetlands or to know 
if your plan may be affected by the Vermont Wetland Rules. The screening tool 
offers an initial check for nearby wetland-related layers, like hydric soils and 
wetland projects. The results explain each layer and recommend action steps. 
You can also produce a map of the results.  

• Refer to the What is a Wetland? web page with information on how to identify 
wetlands on the ground. 

• Read the Landowner’s Guide to Wetlands, which includes a checklist to help 
spot a potential wetland or buffer zone on the ground. While only a District 
Wetlands Ecologist can verify whether land may be subject to state wetland 
regulations, there are a variety of wetland characteristics you can look for 
when considering a property purchase or building project. 

• Determine if your project is an allowed use under the Vermont Wetland Rules 
by reviewing the Wetland Allowed Uses and Best Management Practices. 

https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFbRZ5emb8AIfWAeCpIrReEre1DvIUZGtzgRTYHd9-ooMCFRy3j8vne_62k2Wn_HmMTX0rnrE2R-fS4TSHOPFeE5eR07GXIe2g7KKlNaJFLaPqUal7jaULAuXA5pt1Bq52TMJnkda_3adqbpUjUADrtQ==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFvTKPaDyrg2x8Rg6ynwtlWrlgtMoevi9xueJyN7kUNts7mgSJ4IGuX2OchIg0vvk_caCLX6C7ijfoiMtuqsPyvSkfToSJF2Q69EvOieXpRVmo36WD8q6cH7wjUKcNWBiQFWRaOu79UTCqZ2AqcHGtOsOqq354kuwQ9iDmlZ9a8YCvjiCBASKEy4ReplTRgPhKvOuBGTGyISJEXm-FWR-TvvdM76OuTZnqaz8yhw4L_OcFT2I2jAKvFh7WKeMe6CiiuYEbnyqcSAbRIkav80VolEOQaQGcq3-oW404B_9RrVUsisPlHBKBB8GXTNhQwUWRatUT4Q2MGeOcVH5kYoz8kjBJ2GI0M4o8ECDBe71wxCq6v-QgLWDmKO1XIiOe1QBqBOd3iSCUkyKSn6qNwdfSzoaI64-f9anBHwe3vYBNsPGA2IgCaX0-hH_i6Fm8v1w7bSZI6N96vfesTWN8KQCrfsore41EGtKQzg24EcdBJFNpqeN3Wzs2eBD5GdDH5lBUvEYTUJ4elUYPN-_bFUoZple6qoZ-gzcCu4fQpctXzW1ZSEQzeenXbujTMutBnvnzT2TncDcNIOVC0sWfxdqHQO4siNNNoIA2qubm-Nc7TsEhYM4UHJtGlaamWAzKkr8Jx_rBOOGHgdOh9gC7bzLghN2gOKlIrKlsc3Wp1xydIbGDbSQ3urBTqPb3Mzs_v7eRa35OHQZb6elVplIbckzdbw7DLhE40LWFBGw8py0WFPEj0QOtNJC7yg==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLF9nIujrL5Cgnh0qw_-o-ZZyxP0CxNE13V6FUg5O-GKqyetf3c-WRpU99TcxgLL2iiCP11reLGpS53KNtV1QAGzkIeNiZMjkyAbAoIrd9YGUMFF_3g2MwA2-lMXGGU0_WR9gvn_tdL5_8lCWRXnxlKuc70-tD3Jyx8r2L7is1gHSC6FJrxY5AMV1VI-D0VdRxxL8QikH9p9Xz9ugnA-fsPTVZyKycaBCS-r23fhIgony2g6uMnmjmEYsxFDSRJWCtQ3Uqi3nEB_6lsP8WGKDZymUi_YoTkNDLx1b3_-kAKHimp9vr3-OSbMzLgZtPggSn3NeO3eOKgcJzoGRSOye_MuGhF9MCWRXuaul6dcwTd9rRGAp9iQ0D3j1C1pNneLA0nuThzvDuI3kJ-G7HDYAZ6YzQuJSDs-nBuE8cYQxGbXykXu5DofeLMRqcr0ZuU-NyjmlQ4E8pm8KJIsHqB3T3ZNFogcKQR8g5_wUaSL76vLfKATIDS_TLWWDwsr3IDjaoaVIhbTQAS5esuFxWnHiLGVqBy71vGeMX4l6TrUkKt9KFcX3RfRI9Dqf2X7BVtaPG3VLoiDFwrgNRQH7dL2m1vehbSkTUKBvmCuWghrSsmScqMexOhSFuXuWgn7AOgz_ddVzDa8okIPYdWoLe-48yde9lBd68fRaFxC6U32ovw36zzC6z4T94W3ycYxbv-zqqxORcN2BOeeGxLCs308JY8ivNd1h_xdaG5I9KiRXVZupE=&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFNg5wKpBF8xQf1Tx5ztuMgEq9D2UpElWa66huaCbml3rZDGZUHYpC15GSi0rpaG_2xaBQzzgj4hOGY0lXuZvSTSFDaCm1btGQ36_zpM-TvpsTpNzAYP-IQvvPv6cUZxab_Vsq8uJosNdSyJygoyQNTcswrKSpjBLXuAU2Zfj48x3ABorwJO8GX2pskXKukM6YFjq2no5rL_UE3OUrhGxEtdlFjbH8dG_iK8Unr4ZW9S3TnPJeARl5H6z0ENRaFAVOzm3cthVaaWaNn1ywBCooeGFCiOoOtYF1f3qIPqM_0-ER_NEDXmdqI8FBKd4T0lcuKH3bdYdw43tDgGqiJOs0HiczR4YWkbQw1SgLsn3g8L3jcgOn6wQsdSs8ZMkQCaEXwOEcQSoeX8kyF5e9ElHG2UsXgDCpcL6xw-ma1iSKD7wy5hSEv4GxoQpnZ83g_JjkLSCLkWe9XHrEQ5k7uD0akWopDlnhZ-tImp199ZOW_thjdjzk7rVFGDjHHLRuVNMOTDQPsprGwVMCMX_sIC-V4zBpS4C8RAYhkQzQB0wh-ijsyrCrkw9G_HaXDYrJCla6PbUo3yz7TYXU0aoNza3E26UK6qAUiaYwAhnOhd-UxrFDWgYWxpsoA9u-96wyYZgEhoV2hohD5BrjdkQCTUSVu7rJhCN9owQl-U6Zs_9r8767tHojh8njlasAFwlie8qrF7q1gxyoDXExRebsD139k6f_KOcpsG4ufNuu37ZFTdd1xl3TZD5VHA==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLF7u_MNsO4nGbXk8M3SzA6minaLu4XQSw9d_gSNJHEB7kNq03UFxUAxlQ6c5df0bjkAdRwRqT5Vb3gHE6W2e05a9lDO0UeDNN6kaxEdP6MqtIRdmdPYq9PPEJl5XYtwEsp&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==


  

Step 2: Contact Wetlands Staff 

If a property has a wetland, and a project might impact the wetland or its 50-foot 
buffer zone, Contact Wetlands Staff. The time and money it takes to fix a wetland 
violation are more than the cost to get a wetland permit before building. 

• Request a review: Fill out a New Project Wetland Inquiry Form or 
an Existing Project Wetland Inquiry Form to request a desktop review or a 
site visit from the Wetlands Program to confirm if your project is impacted by 
wetlands and the next steps available to you. A permit may be required. 

• Hire a professional: If you’re proposing a project near a wetland or its 50-foot 
buffer zone, you will likely need a wetland delineation. Hire a wetland 
professional to delineate the wetland during the growing season 
(approximately April to October), so you know the wetland boundary in 
relation to your project. The State provides a courtesy Wetland Consultant 
List. 

• Buying land? Make sure there is plenty of upland for your driveway, home, 
lawn, and septic. An existing wastewater permit does not mean that there are 
no wetland concerns that need to be designed around. A state wetland permit 
may be needed to develop the parcel. 

  

Municipal Materials for Print 

  

We recommend you print copies of the following materials for your Town Office: 

• Check for Wetlands Before You Buy or Build | 8 ½ x 11 Foldable Landowner’s 
Guide to Wetlands 

• Check for Wetlands Before You Buy or Build | 8 ½ x 11 Poster 

• You can also request printed materials from the Agency of Natural Resources 
office by emailing ANR.WSMDWetlands@vermont.gov. 

https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFmBu5DX9Lg_QZ6EFeZ07cS3hQgGAjum3ETvRpwU73xW5wKy0BMNr6nZ-dz5nNv74ID7j2ivhW2WOVu94YOLU31alKQ9iHbwauq9m0e6KZqWKAX6sjR2UOskofVRqcs77kk8ob318d9qpe-gSdN9-dzkKQwZOY9Yq6&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLF50mt3QpxyUhyZf3JSGHk_AZ8RlV6F89KztIwIf_hzrDp7K4QO8pCRrV4jOC-DknL2uyl4gJsgNOPeM7Ije4e6Hatc4IjoIICvAVpUGAIIwZbL8KJyPxecmM_WTRlRmb-3Kc-hZ47LkchCKVRsdfuKf5qU2Lydi3t_AKMTaeuK2TBObfUXD0aOqxZpXFBSnM41tttS_C_umKubCH_2H6uyO3yLytmzxjcV4WNH9JHF_fUQ0rCQG57g2WXeOf34vDu&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFoy8HJMmosj4zSkhv1h3uoIbPpyrbp8WoWqm9S-P29Qd5k4y3d_YranxUBR38XyikC7xX-mZiQGEdhFO-d4ruJDx0BbtZU3Am2KclMo9cm4s6rAka_coAi7DfbppauatB03BPSC34GryBqrUtYzy7nVG0UX5oWx7p6iK0HpS12LYwtwpvYhvgLbIyGDd-SGs4Y2e3wBkTM2pz55BpW7ToO-Czpq0UDBpq4eUvtWSzTtN3EbcnDds0tA==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLF0DUV0YHIHG2BNhOMZIt6gd4EDX0jQdZ9UiTRLIUsfvWsaXXBDePuZW0-wQwBDanhA7yBZFmlFXKVlALMKREfdTuvkNOqYSHlGkBvxUBzySM2JhiUAR-S7qfSrrQSCw6AApdQJH-BYIqfYJCyE58pA1PVX4fMWAxPVNLpjors3wIx6rqgCZjSmrVBuW7yqOvXwQRisfT6xHOHjDYML6b5Uw==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLF0DUV0YHIHG2BNhOMZIt6gd4EDX0jQdZ9UiTRLIUsfvWsaXXBDePuZW0-wQwBDanhA7yBZFmlFXKVlALMKREfdTuvkNOqYSHlGkBvxUBzySM2JhiUAR-S7qfSrrQSCw6AApdQJH-BYIqfYJCyE58pA1PVX4fMWAxPVNLpjors3wIx6rqgCZjSmrVBuW7yqOvXwQRisfT6xHOHjDYML6b5Uw==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFgdvpnby468gLTbnMOf9QjJUUleyuokrcFwqnR_2LlymqGCa9ahfRUcDFaLNqNZp2K1aiaUMTl4GTrdQCjMUogAq_TC_Ek1PdcIr0siygCRCMs8HGyu6ggB0ys3cFWACTtTY6YQXGx7s=&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFgdvpnby468gLTbnMOf9QjJUUleyuokrcFwqnR_2LlymqGCa9ahfRUcDFaLNqNZp2K1aiaUMTl4GTrdQCjMUogAq_TC_Ek1PdcIr0siygCRCMs8HGyu6ggB0ys3cFWACTtTY6YQXGx7s=&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFTf_8olrL-e-ge5vexu6HTHAv2dpJQ7Uq-auJooQA8HPrZJi5qilX5-AWhKCwfD43RyFXNuhng11iO5c6gOrl4vOQ_Fah2GxSbr3P12J02yf9unW3FlRrc0tehkV_kTGqN43E-tPJ1uBh7eAwU22pFQ==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
mailto:ANR.WSMDWetlands@vermont.gov


  

When in Doubt, Reach Out 

  

The Wetlands Program Staff are here to assist you. Please reach out to us with 
questions, comments, or concerns! 

  

Check for Wetlands Before You Buy or Build  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFmBu5DX9Lg_QZ6EFeZ07cS3hQgGAjum3ETvRpwU73xW5wKy0BMNr6nZ-dz5nNv74ID7j2ivhW2WOVu94YOLU31alKQ9iHbwauq9m0e6KZqWKAX6sjR2UOskofVRqcs77kk8ob318d9qoswl8K6CxOclZvisyPkMQ-&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==
https://kz96e9fab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cxk5Y-2aQZaQj54jG76isMaFQArgTsIrcQPDgHMgoQXjyk9_yJGALqv55CfBHYLFbRZ5emb8AIfWAeCpIrReEre1DvIUZGtzgRTYHd9-ooMCFRy3j8vne_62k2Wn_HmMTX0rnrE2R-fS4TSHOPFeE5eR07GXIe2g7KKlNaJFLaPqUal7jaULAuXA5pt1Bq52ZOau_BhEXV18TpSZRFewiw==&c=59suM9AO4EzWoW3zitclVmsr2Ldv99KDkrT4PssMJrotYJ8sttZpOg==&ch=Css5X0yMkqZFnHc1SP_kTQuoYCvTYyb7DdIJuvG2CsfDOK-Bw4ajpQ==

